September 16, 2015
On our most recent conference call of the National Evaluator Group (9/15/15) there was a
spirited discussion regarding how the first two weekends of the season had gone, and which
areas of the game need further attention by referees and evaluators. The NEG was present at
tournaments hosted by UCSD, Brown, Bucknell, Princeton, UCLA, and UCSD, representing a
wide cross-section of water polo. While there was not 100% agreement on the exact order of
priority for our concerns (some areas are doing a better job then others in applying the rules as
written), there were several areas of interest that we agreed need further attention by referees
and evaluators.
(1) Controlling the physicality on the Perimeter: In general, referees are doing a better job of
calling exclusions for two hand fouls on drives away from the ball where positional
advantage is lost, but at the ball the level of physicality, especially early in the game,
remains problematic. If the offensive player has his hand on the ball, the defense has some
latitude in attempting to steal the ball. But when the offensive player does not have his hand
on the ball, any attempt to play the man and not the ball, cannot be ignored. Reaching for
the ball and impeding the offensive player is an ordinary foul; holding, sinking, or pulling
back the offensive player (not holding the ball) is an exclusion. The difficulty comes when
the actions of the defender are such that not only has he committed an exclusion foul but
the foul is so unusually "heavy" that the defender has time to drop off the offensive player
and completely negate the opportunity to put the ball into the center forward. This is more
than an ordinary exclusion, and could even rise to the level of Misconduct, but the
suggestion was made to award a MAM in this situation as a warning that the level of
physicality by the defender is unacceptable, and if it continues Misconduct will be the only
option. Our rules would also permit the issuance of a yellow card to the player in the water,
in addition to the 20 second exclusion instead of the MAM.
It was also noted that failure to manage the level of physicality by the defense results in
higher levels of physicality by the offensive player trying to ward of the defender. Use of a
"straight arm" or otherwise holding the defense off is an offensive foul which should be
called when it occurs.
(2) Deck Decorum: Referees are reminded about Rule 7-1: "The referees shall be in absolute
control of the game." and Rule 7-4: "The referees may issue warnings, yellow cards or red
cards, according to the rules..." Failure to manage deck decorum by coaches, players, and
fans, especially early in the game, leads to a myriad of problems later. Head coaches may,
at designated times, communicate with the referees, and referees are encouraged to use
these opportunities to listen respectfully to the coach's concerns, but only engage in a
dialogue if it is clear that the coach truly wants to hear what the referee has to say.
Otherwise, "I'll watch for that." or "I think I missed that one." goes a long way towards
calming the situation. And in those rare situations where we know we made a mistake,
admitting that is not a sign of weakness.

What is problematic is allowing one coach to start chipping away right from the beginning of
the game. Very soon the other coach feels obligated to do the same in order to not feel as
though the calls are going against his or her team. Pretty soon the players are questioning
calls, the fans get into it, and the referees have lost control of the deck decorum. The
protocol,for managing deck decorum is very clearly spelled out in Rule 7-4; referees,
especially senior and more experienced referees are expected to manage deck decorum.
(3) Interference with a Free Throw: Rule 21-5 states, "To interfere with the taking of a free
throw, goal throw or corner throw, including...As a defending player who committed a foul,
not moving away from the player taking the free throw before raising an arm to block a pass
or shot." Referees are reminded that a player who has been awarded a free throw,
especially outside 5m, must be given the opportunity to take their free throw (or direct shot)
without interference by the defender, which would include ",,, the defending player who
committed a foul, not moving away from the player taking the free throw before raising an
arm to block a pass or shot." Conversely, if the offensive player moves into the defending
player in order to draw contact this is an offensive foul. The onus is clearly on the defender
to not interfere with the taking of the free throw but if the offensive player attempts to "draw"
an exclusion for interference this should be an offensive foul (see Rule 19).
As always, if you have questions or comments please contact the National Coordinator of
Officials, Bob Corb, at (562) 773–7413 or ncaacoordinator@earthlink.net

